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1-Introduction

The Iranian plateau is between the Arabian and Eurasian plates and is one of the world's most tectonically
and seismically active regions (Fig 1a). The northeastward convergence of these plates caused widespread
deformation, including crustal shortening and uplifting (Allen et al., 2003; Guest et al., 2006; Berberian
and Yeats, 2016; McKenzie, 2020). From a seismic, geodetic, and tectonic point of view, it is necessary to
investigate the deformation and surface movements of the earth in areas with a high human population. The
northern Iran is one of these regions, which is extremely geodynamically unstable and has been associated
with large and numerous earthquakes in the Alborz Mountain range and the South Caspian basin since long
ago (Fig. 1c). For example, we can refer to the seismic activities such as 1957 Mw 7 Sangchal (Bandpey),
1990 Mw 7.3 Rudbar-Manjil, and the 2004 Mw 6.4 Firouzabad-Kojur (Beldeh) and also newer and smaller
examples such as the 2017 Mw 5.2 Mallard and the 2020 Mw 5.1 Damavand. The direct relationship
between earthquakes and the motion of tectonic plates has made the necessity of monitoring the surface
movements of the earth's crust and the displacements caused by the function of tectonic structures such as
fault zones clearer than in the past. One of the consequences of tectonic events is the vertical crustal
movements in the form of uplift or subsidence. Today, using such technologies, humans can observe these
changes and movements on a millimeter scale. The geodetic-inferred vertical crustal deformation is
rigorously evaluated all over the world (Wang and Shen, 2020; Pan et al., 2021; Yangiang et al., 2022;
Jianliang et al., 2023; Chousianitis et al., 2024). Therefore, this paper discusses the vertical deformation
analysis and estimates the current-day vertical displacement rate in the North Tehran structural zone located
in the south-central Alborz range (Fig. 1b) using two geodetic techniques: GPS and precise leveling. The
Alborz Mountain range extends over 900 km (Solaymani Azad et al., 2011) with a width of ~100 km (Allen
et al., 2003) and is located on the southern side of the Caspian Sea. This range is a complex orogenic belt
that underwent shortening and uplift during the Tertiary (Alavi, 1996). North Tehran Fault (NTF), Mosha-
Fasham Fault (MFF), Purkan-Vardij Fault (PVF), Emamzadeh Davud Fault (EDF), Taleghan Fault (TLF),
and Kandovan Fault (KDF) are the most important geologic structures in this area (Fig. 1c).

2- Materials and methods

Global positioning system (GPS) data and precise leveling are efficient and accurate techniques used in this
research to estimate the vertical movements of the earth's surface in the North Tehran transpressional zone.
For this reason, we have analyzed the observation data of 8 IPGN stations over the ten years from 2010 to
2020, distributed in the Northern Tehran structural zone and its surrounding areas (Table 1). Moreover, the
precise leveling data of the Chalus line were collected by the National Cartographic Center (NCC) during
11 years in two stages (1992 and 2003).
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Fig. 1. Geographic and tectonic location of the study area. (a) SRTM-based Digital Elevation Model of the Middle
East region. The black lines and the black frame show the main faults and the location of Fig. (b). (b) The structural-
sedimentary zones of Iran (taken from Teknik and Ghods, 2017), the black frame shows the location of Fig. (c). (c)
Seismotectonic map of northern Iran. Instrumental seismicity of the region from 1900-2024 (from the USGS). The
black frames indicate the location of the North Tehran structural zone and surrounding areas. Abbreviations: NTF:
North Tehran fault, PVF: Purkan-Vardij Fault, EDF: Emamzadeh Davud Fault, MFF: Mosha-Fasham Fault, TLF:
Taleghan Fault, KDF: Kandovan Fault, DNF: Dasht-e-Nazir Fault, NAF: North Alborz Fault, KHF: Khazar Fault,
BNF: Banan Fault, LHF: Lahijan Fault, ARF: Astara Fault, NQF: North Qazvin Fault, ALF: Alamut Fault, ZNF:
Zanjan Fault, SLF: Soltanieh Fault, IPF: Ipak Fault, ETF: Eshtehard Fault, KZF: Kahrizak Fault, PNF: Parchin Fault,
PSF: Pishva Fault, GSF: Garmsar Fault, FKF: Firuzkuh Fault, ATF: Atari Fault, ASF: Astaneh Fault, AJF: Anjilu

Fault, TDF: Torud Fault.

Table 1. The IPGN stations used in this research are relative to the Eurasian reference frame.

Station Lat. Lon. (Uml) (tjnf) (m\r;lfyr)
ABSD 35.6612 52.0912 1972.63958 1972.67095 3.137
ARNG 35.9284 51.0749 1865.53793 1865.57304 3511
GARM 35.985 51.6457 2513.36792 2513.39554 2.762
HSGD 36.0067 50.747 1619.12078 1619.14957 2.879
PLOR 35.8496 52.064 2278.60334 2278.63549 3.215
PLZI 35.6303 51.971 1700.27992 1700.30707 2.715
TEHN 35.6973 51.3341 1194.56867 1194.58973 2.106
TLGN 36.1436 50.745 2151.96517 2152.01201 4.684
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3- Results and discussions

The IPGN data have been processed using the GAMIT/GLOBK 10.6 software. The IPGN is tied to the
International Terrestrial Reference Frame, ITRF2014, using the GAMIT software in the first step. Then,
using GLOBK software to determine the velocity field of vertical movements, the observations have been
combined with the daily observations of 4 global networks (eura, igsl, igs2, igs3) prepared by SOPAC
(Scripps Orbits and Permanent Array Center). Finally, the velocities have been calculated relative to the
Eurasian reference frame. The processing output is presented as a vertical displacement field map (Fig. 2)
and as one of the most important processing outputs, i.e., time series. It is possible to monitor and calculate
the rate of movements and displacements of the earth's surface using the time series. These outputs show
that the highest uplift is visible in the TLGN station at a rate of ~4.68 mm/yr (Fig. 2). This can be caused
by the function of the fold-thrust complex in this area, which Guest et al. (2006) refer to as the thin-skinned
zone. The TEHN station located in the Tehran metropolitan area on the NTF foot-wall shows the lowest
uplift rate of about 2.1 mm/yr. This vertical deformation in the polio-quaternary sedimentary sequence is
related to the slip across the inner-city recent reverse faults such as the Mahmudieh, Davudieh, and
Pardisan. Time series analysis of different stations also expresses that the rising rate has not been the same
and uniform during time and has fluctuated in the ten years from 2010 to 2020. The results of GPS data
processing and interpretation in the present study show the average uplift rate of over 3 mm/yr for the North
Tehran structural zone in the mentioned period.

Vernant et al. (2004) also estimated a shortening rate of 5+2 mm/yr for Central Alborz using GPS data
from 2000 through 2002. Furthermore, high-precision leveling data obtained from the benchmarks located
along the Chalus line during 11 years in two stages (1992 and 2003) is the second method used in this
paper. The southern flank of central Alborz along the Chalus line between the KF and NTF shows a vertical
displacement of the uplift type. The hanging wall of the NTF (the distance between the surface traces of
this fault and the Purkan-Verdij thrust) relatively has a higher vertical deformation potential compared to
other areas, and it is uplifting at a rate of ~1.5 mm/yr. Collectively, it can be said that the uplift rate of
central Alborz is decreasing along the Chalus line from the NTF to the north so that in the vicinity of the
Taleghan fault, this rate reaches ~1 mm/yr (Fig. 3). This can be a confirmation on the reduction of dip-
slip/compressive component of the existing faults. On the contrary, these structures' strike-slip component
dominates in the mentioned direction. In other words, the strike-slip component is dominant in steeper-
dipping faults, and the thrusting component is dominant in shallower-dipping faults, such as the NTF.
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Fig. 2. The heat map resulted from interpolating the height change rate of different IPGN stations superimposed on
the SRTM-based digital elevation model.
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Fig. 3. (a) location of the Chalus, Haraz, and Firuzkuh lines (red lines), which have precise leveling stations along
themselves superimposed on the Mr. SID satellite imagery of central Alborz. The Chalus line passes through the
middle parts of the North Tehran structural zone. The white frame shows the location of Fig. (b). (b) Superimposing
precise leveling stations on the SRTM-based digital elevation model. The red and blue arrows, without respecting the
scale, show the uplift and subsidence, respectively, at the location of the precise leveling stations. The purple frame
represents the location of Fig. (c). (c) lllustration of uplift rate calculated at precise leveling stations between North
Tehran and Kandovan faults. Abbreviations are the same as in Fig. 1.

4- Conclusion

Analyzing IPGN stations and the time series prepared for each of them and the analysis of precise leveling
data indicate that the North Tehran structural zone is undergoing a progressive deformation due to the
transpressional tectonic regimes. This deformation predominantly occurs in vertical displacement/uplift
around the NTF and left-lateral displacement around the Mosha and Taleghan faults. It can be said that the
deformation within the study area is changing in style and intensity across and along the transpressional
zone, so its western parts have a higher uplift rate than the eastern areas. In the south of the NTF, the uplift
rate is significantly reduced, and even in the southwestern parts of the city of Tehran until Hashtgard city,

4 ISSN: 2717-0764



aVa

shahid Chamran Adv. Appl. Geol. Spring 2025, Vol. 15(1): 1 - 26

University of Ahvaz

intense land subsidence is observed which mainly resulted from the excessive groundwater withdrawal.
However, tectonically, south-verging displacements of a stack of thrust slices have, in turn, their roles.
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Fig. 1. Geographic and tectonic location of the study area. (a) SRTM-based Digital Elevation Model of the Middle East
region. The black lines and the black frame show the main faults and the location of Fig. (b), respectively. (b) The
structural-sedimentary zones of Iran (taken from Teknik and Ghods, 2017), the black frame shows the location of Fig.
(c) and (c) Seismotectonic map of the northern Iran. Instrumental seismicity of the region from 1900-2024 (from the
USGS). The black frames indicate the location of Fig. (2). presented in the following sections. Abbreviations: NTF: North
Tehran fault, PVF: Purkan-Vardij Fault, EDF: Emamzadeh Davud Fault, MFF: Mosha-Fasham Fault, TLF: Taleghan
Fault, KDF: Kandovan Fault, DNF: Dasht-e-Nazir Fault, NAF: North Alborz Fault, KHF: Khazar Fault, BNF: Banan
Fault, LHF: Lahijan Fault, ARF: Astara Fault, NQF: North Qazvin Fault, ALF: Alamut Fault, ZNF: Zanjan Fault, SLF:

Soltanieh Fault, IPF: Ipak Fault, ETF: Eshtehard Fault, KZF: Kahrizak Fault, PNF: Parchin Fault, PSF: Pishva Fault,
GSF: Garmsar Fault, FKF: Firuzkuh Fault, ATF: Atari Fault, ASF: Astaneh Fault, AJF: Anjilu Fault, TDF: Torud Fault.
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Fig. 2. Geologic map of the North Tehran transpressional zone and its surrounding areas. The major part of this area is

covered by Eocene Karaj Formation. The oldest rock units of the region, which belong to the Precambrian and Cambrian,
are outcrops in the distance between Mosha and Taleghan faults, as well as in the distance between Taleghan and

Kandovan faults. Abbreviations same as Fig. (1).
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Fig. 3. (a) Main faults of the region superimposed on the SRTM-based Digital Elevation Model. The red line shows the
structural cross section presented in Fig. (b), (b) Schematic cartoon of the structural cross section of the central Alborz,
which shows the formation of a positive flower structure across the central Alborz range. The red frame indicates the
location of Fig. (c), and (c) Proposed current-day structural model of the south-central Alborz and the North Tehran
transpressional zone along with the illustration of the Tehran foreland basin in the toe of the heights (Based on Pluijm
and Marshak, 2004). Abbreviations same as Fig. (1).
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Table 1. The IPGN stations used in this research, which are relative to the Eurasian reference frame
Ui: Initial elevation, Us: final elevation, U,: elevation change rate

Station Lat. Lon. Ui(m) Uf(m) VU (mm/yr)
ABSD 35.6612 52.0912 1972.63958 1972.67095 3.137
ARNG 35.9284 51.0749 1865.53793 1865.57304 3511
GARM 35.985 51.6457 2513.36792 2513.39554 2.762
HSGD 36.0067 50.747 1619.12078 1619.14957 2.879
PLOR 35.8496 52.064 2278.60334 2278.63549 3.215
PLZI 35.6303 51.971 1700.27992 1700.30707 2.715
TEHN 35.6973 51.3341 1194.56867 1194.58973 2.106
TLGN 36.1436 50.745 2151.96517 2152.01201 4.684
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Fig. 4. (2) IPGN stations in northern Iran implemented on the SRTM-based digital elevation model. The red frame shows
the location of Fig. (b), and (b) Heat-map resulted from the interpolation of the height change rate of different IPGN
stations superimposed on the SRTM-based digital elevation model.
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Fig. 5. Time series related to height changes of existing IPGN stations in the North Tehran structural zone and its
surrounding areas. All the data indicate a crustal uplift caused by the existence of a tectonic regime with a compressive
component in the region. The lowest and highest rate of height changes is observed at TEHN and TLGN stations,

respectively.
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Fig. 6. (a) location of the Chalus, Haraz and Firuzkuh lines (red lines) which have precise leveling stations along
themselves superimposed on the Mr. SID satellite imagery of central Alborz. Chalus line passes through the middle parts
of the North Tehran structural zone. The white frame shows the location of Fig. (b), (b) Superimposing precise leveling
stations on the SRTM-based digital elevation model. The red and blue arrows, without respecting the scale, show the
uplift and subsidence, respectively, at the location of the precise leveling stations. The purple frame represents the location

of Fig. (c), and (c) Illustration of uplift rate calculated at precise leveling stations between North Tehran and Kandovan
faults. Abbreviations same as Fig. 1.
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Fig. 7. Topographic cross section of the central Alborz along the Chalus line and its continuation to Shahriar Plain in the
southwest of Tehran along with the illustration of calculated vertical displacement rate at each leveling station. According
to the terrible subsidence rate of the southwest plains of Tehran city, which reaches up to 23 cm/yr, the millimeter scale
uplift rate of the southern flank of central Alborz is difficult to display in this image.
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Fig. 8. (a) Topographic cross section of the southern flank of Central Alborz range along the Chalus line and illustrating
main faults and the calculated vertical displacement rate at each leveling station. Parts of the northern flank of central
Alborz and the continuation of Chalus line to the south is also depicted in this image. The millimeter scale uplift rate of
southern Alborz range is not visible in this picture compared to the dreadful subsidence rate of the plains located in the
south of the NTF. The true depth of the faults is much more than what is imagined in this Fig., and (b) Close-up view of

the Fig. (a). The black dashed-line shows the general uplift changes between Kandovan and North Tehran faults.
Abbreviations same as Fig. 1.
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